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Principals and coaches are vital to the program. They see first-hand the struggles of students in high-poverty 
schools. The students we serve function under the weight of poverty and behavioral issues. Chess club is a 
welcome escape from the stressful chaos in their life. Every year we ask for stories about the positive effect chess 
has on our students. The stories are amazing, and demonstrate the benefits of learning chess. Here are some 
favorites from the current year.

Helping Children Succeed

Chess For Success by the numbers, 2016-2017
82

Elementary, middle, 
and high schools

32%
Of the students in our 

clubs are girls

53%
Of the students are 

children of color

73%
Qualify for free or

reduced lunch

3,525
Grades K-12 

children served

“One of our students was struggling at the onset of the year and 
making poor choices to gain peer attention and involvement. 
Chess club provided them a positive outlet and an opportunity 
to build friendships that they would not have had access to 
otherwise. They saw themselves as a champion!”

– Candace Henkin, Principal, Reynolds School District

“One of our students whose family fled Mexico from a violent 
situation comes to chess everyday. She takes her Chess for 
Success chess board home each day and plays with her sister. 
She has come to local tournaments and has even placed in the 
top three! We know that chess is a bright spot for her in her 
extremely stressful life.” 

– Justin Welch, Principal, Hillsboro School District

“I had a student who was homeless and from rough family dynamics. He shined in Chess Club! 
He possesed a natural inclination for strategic thinking!” 

– Kim Beggs, Coach, Grants Pass School District
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A word from the Executive Director

Julie Young

This school year 
has been a success. 
The program was in 
82 schools, serving 
over 3,500 students. 
73% of those students 
live in poverty and 
53% are children 
of color. Chess for 
Success would not 

have been able to provide the tools 
for children to succeed without our 
community. I want to thank our donors, 
who so generously give us the resources 
to serve so many students. I would like 
to thank the volunteers who dedicate 
their time to our program. Finally, I 
would also like to thank the coaches 
and staff. Chess for Success is helping 
close the education gap and create the 
next generation of leaders. 

For the first time in our history, chess 
is being taught as an elective for credit 
at Hillcrest Youth Correctional Facility. 

The curriculum was shared with  the 
math teacher at Hillcrest and he gives 
the students the option to learn math 
or play chess. Of course, they want to 
play chess! He says, “I have seen a big 
difference in behavior and attitude in 
the students. I see them calming down 
and being able to focus for longer 
periods of time.”

Also, the Game Changer luncheon 
was so successful that over $100,000 
was raised for the program. More than 
200 supporters filled the room and 
heard board member Ngoni Murandu’s  
story about chess and its important 
life lessons. Richard Greensted, board 
member, shared his story as a volunteer 
coach. Thank you to everyone that 
made this year’s luncheon  a success, 
and a special thank you to all of this 
year’s sponsors. With everyone’s help, 
Chess for Success can continue to help 
children succeed for many years to 
come.

   
    

       

Upcoming Events

Open Play at Director Park, 815 SW Park Ave, Portland
 June 29, July 13, August 10    10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.   
 

Full STEAM Ahead, Blue Lake Regional Park, 20500 NE Marine Dr, Fairview
 August 13      11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Please donate to Chess For Success
Visit chessforsuccess.org/support/give to make a tax-deductible contribution. 

Clockwise from upper left:
Kristen Brown, NW Natural; Fletcher Ray, 
Wishrock & Ray; Gwen Thompson, Concordia 
University; Richard Greensted, Virgin America. 
(Not pictured: Dave Friesen, The Standard).

 Welcome New Board Members!



Chess for Success says: “Thank you and good luck!” to intern, Preston

Left: Preston and family at this year’s Game Changer Luncheon. Center:  Preston recieved an award for his years of service at the Oregon State Chess Tournament this year. Right: 
Preston plays a game of chess with Board member Dick Alexander at Director Park last summer.

This summer, Chess for Success 
will say good-bye to our intern 
Preston upon his graduation from De 
La Salle North Catholic High School. 

Preston joined the Chess for 
Success club as a third grader at 
Astor K-8 School. He participated at 
the chess nationals in Dallas, Texas, 
where his team won their division. 
Fast forward to high school, and 
Executive Director Julie Young  
chose Preston to join the team 
as an intern. Julie said, “Preston 

is an extraordinary individual. I 
have watched him grow into an 
effective leader. Preston has helped 
our organization by providing his 
insights to our staff, board members, 
and committees. Preston is a gem.”  

Preston was the perfect choice as 
an intern because his appreciation for 
chess is obvious. “My favorite thing 
about chess is that it’s fun,” he says. 
Participation in chess club and Chess 
for Success have introduced him 
to a variety of new friends. Preston 

is popular at any event he attends. 
Long-time parents, board members, 
and coaches all know Preston. 

Chess for Success owes Preston 
a debt of gratitude for his work! 
Next year, Preston will attend 
Central Washington University in 
Ellensburg, Washington. He plans on 
majoring in computer science with a 
focus on artificial intelligence. Thank 
you and good luck, Preston!

In Memoriam: Gerda Eiseman and Madeline Nelson

This March two long-time 
supporters of Chess for Success, Gerda 
Eiseman and Madeline Nelson, passed 
away. Gerda and her husband Frank 
were co-founders of Chess for Success. 

Originally from Berlin, Frank and 
Gerda moved to Portland and married. 
While sitting at Congregation Beth 
Israel in 1943, Roscoe Nelson tapped 
Frank on the shoulder to introduce 
himself. Always the greeter, Roscoe 
suggested the two families get to know 
each other, and the rest is history.

So began a 70 year friendship 
between the Eisemans and Nelsons 
that continues to this day. Both 
families dedicated their energy to 
philanthropy. The Nelsons started the 
Volunteer Braille Society, while the 
Eisemans started Chess for Success.  
In fact, the Eisemans solely supported 
organizations dedicated to children. 
Ron Eiseman, Frank and Gerda’s son, 
described his father as a “numbers 
guy” who was dedicated to closing 

the achievement gap for low-income 
children. According to Madeline’s 
daughter Roz, Chess for Success was 
appealing to them because it is a pro-
active organization that provides an 
opportunity to enhance students’ lives. 

The families supported each 
other by being involved with their 
organizations. Over the years, they 
participated in Chess for Success 
fundraisers. Even after the deaths of 
their husbands, Gerda and Madeline 
shared the sponsorship of a table at the 
Game Changer Luncheons. 

Gerda and Madeline died within 
two weeks of each other. On behalf 
of everyone at Chess for Success, to 
whom their support meant so much, 
we will miss you, Gerda and Madeline. 
Thank you.
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Top: Gerda, Frank, and Madeline on vacation; Bottom:  
Madeline and Gerda. (Photos provided by Roz Babener).

Special thanks to Roz Babener and 
Ron Eiseman for sharing details and 
photos of their incredible families.



50th Anniversary of the State Tournament
The Oregon State Chess Tournament began in 1967 and was sponsored 
by The Oregonian and the Oregon Museum of Science and Industry 
(OMSI). In 1998, Chess for Success began presenting the Tournament. 
This year the 50th Anniversary Tournament was held at the Oregon 
Convention Center on March 10 and 11. Chess for Success clubs have 
never before been so well represented. It is an honor to continue the 
tradition of providing tournament opportunities for Oregon chess kids 
where they can hone their thinking skills. Tournaments are a place to 
meet, hang out, and play some great games of chess.

From top left, clockwise:  Participants of the high school tournament pose for a photo; John 
Tuck Elementary, Redmond, team photo with the Chess King; Sabin Elementary, Portland, won 
third place at the team tournament; Lent Elementary, Portland, team photo after the first three 
undefeated rounds; Rebecca from Butte Falls Charter School, Butte Falls, with her grandmother; 
Woodstock Elementary, Portland, team photo;  Talmadge Middle School, Independence, team 
photo with the Chess King.



Game Changer Luncheon 2017
Our annual Game Changer Luncheon was a huge success this year! Held at the Sentinel Hotel on April 26, 
over 200 community members and business leaders attended. The event raised over $100,000. We thank 
everyone who attended, participated or gave. With your support, Chess for Success can continue to help 
children succeed. Check out the full list of sponsors on the last page.

From top left, clockwise:  Co-Founder Phil Margolin with his daughter, Ami Margolin Rome; Brian Jolly, Board President, makes his pledge; Alma Morales 
Galicia and Andre Jackson from Portland Public Schools; Kai, student at Ockley Green Middle School, stands in to pledge $5,000 for donors Bob and Katharine 
Allen; Board member Richard Greensted speaks to the crowd about his experience as a volunteer; Over 200 people attended the luncheon; Board members 
Dick Alexander, Ngoni Murandu, and Charlie Engelberg. (Photo Credit: Andie Petkus).

Page 5



Connect with us!

@Chess4Success

@ChessForSuccess 2701 NW Vaughn St, Suite 101, Portland, OR 97210

503-295-1230
www.chessforsuccess.org

Chess for Success
2701 NW Vaughn St, Suite 101
Portland, OR 97210

Helping children succeed, one move at a time.
@chessforsuccess

Dick Alexander
Brown & Brown NW and Rick Abrahamson
Concordia University
Gerda Eiseman and Madeline Nelson
Charlie and Shawn Engelberg
Enterprise Rent-A-Car
Franz Bakery
Richard and Jennifer Greensted

Hallmark Inn
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OnPoint Community Credit Union
Portland Public Schools
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Julie Young 
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The Margolin Family

A Special Thank You to our 2017 Game Changer Luncheon Sponsors


