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Every summer Chess for 
Success provides a program to St. 
Mary’s Home for Boys (SMHB) 
in Beaverton, Oregon. SMHB is a 
residential treatment and services 
facility for at-risk boys aged 10-17 
who are emotionally disturbed or 
behaviorally delinquent. The boys 
at SMHB come from abusive or 
unstable homes. As a result, they 
are unable to function successfully 
in society. Each boy’s treatment plan 
is individualized and structured to 
ensure the safe transition back to the 
community.  

Chess for Success and SMHB just 
finished the sixth year of partnership 
of the summer program. The boys 
are offered two weeks, four days 
per week, of chess instruction by an 
experienced coach. A staff member 
from SMHB said: “Our boys’ lives 
have been filled with pain and 
darkness but because of you, they 
were able to forget for a couple 
of hours each day, and focus on 
enjoying their summer. Your class 
was a campus favorite.” 

This summer’s chess program 

was capped off with a friendly 
tournament. Twenty-three boys 
participated in the tournament. 
While some players were frustrated 
they lost, their coach reminded them 
to have courage and play their best. 

In the end, two players tied for 
first with a score of five points. 
Second place tied with four and a 
half points. One player took third 
place with four points. All players 
got to pick a prize from the prize 
table.

The boys were proud of their 
accomplishments; they made it 
through a tournament! One of our 
participants told us: “I wish every 
day was chess day because everyone 
is so calm.”

The program will be back at 
SMHB next summer. Chess for 
Success is committed to continuing 
to serve incarcerated and at-risk 
youth. 

Summer Chess at Saint Mary’s 
Home for Boys

Chess For Success by the numbers, 2015-2016
81

Elementary and
middle schools

32%
Of the students in our 

clubs are girls

47%
Of the students are 

children of color

70%
Qualify for free or

reduced lunch

3,135
Grades K-12 

children served

When asked 
“What did chess teach you?” 

the boys at SMHB said:

“It taught me to respect my 
opponent and there are good 

things in life.”

“To never give up and always have 
courage.”

“I learned in chess how to slow 
my brain down, and think before I 

move.”

“That every move matters.”

“A fun way of passing the time 
appropriately.”

“Patience and balance.”

“When you have the power, all you 
need is check.”
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A word from the 
Executive Director

Julie Young

Welcome to Chess for Success’ 25th 
year sponsoring chess clubs in schools 
throughout Oregon and Southwest 
Washington. The chess clubs started in 
October and are going strong today. So 
far, the program is in over 75 schools 
and growing. We have five brand new 
schools, and eight returning from a lapse 
in programming.

We are proud to have added the 
program in Hermiston and North 
Clackamas. Chess for Success has also 
partnered with Kairos PDX, a non-
profit charter school focused on closing 
Portland’s achievement gap.  Chess for 
Success is also partnering with the Latino 
Network, teaching the chess program 
in all of their SUN schools and their 
community center.  

But the most exciting news to share 
is about our programming at Faubion 
School. Over 475 students are enrolled at 
Faubion, 77% of whom are eligible for free 
or reduced lunch. For the past two years, 
Chess for Success has been teaching chess 
as an elective to 6th through 8th graders 
who then receive academic credit for their 
class. This year, for the first time, one of 
our coaches is teaching chess to every first 
through fifth grader at the school during 
the day. And of course, the after school 
chess club is still very popular at Faubion. 

I attended a meeting with the teachers 
at Faubion earlier this year to discuss 
the program, and I was amazed by how 
interested the teachers were in using the 
chess lessons in the classroom. It was 
amazing. Faubion is truly becoming a 
Chess for Success school!

This will be a very exciting year. Stay 
with us to see what the students and clubs 
can accomplish.

Volunteer for Chess for 
Success this school year!

The new school year has started! 
We need volunteers in chess clubs, 
tournament assistants, marketing 
specialists, translation services and 
more. Want to help? 

We would love to talk to you! 
We have a variety of times and 
locations for volunteers.

Contact: Kristen Fitzpatrick
503-295-1230 ext. 103
kristen@chessforsuccess.org

Upcoming Events

Girls Play Chess Tournament, Sabin School

November 12       8:30 a.m. - Early afternoon

Tournament Practice, Location TBD

     December 3 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

   December 10 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

State Tournament, 
Oregon Convention Center

March 10 and 11, 2017

Laurel Keppy joins Chess For Success staff as Development Director!

Laurel Keppy joined Chess for Success as its new Development 
Director in July. Originally from Iowa, Laurel has been working 
in the non-profit community in Portland for nearly 20 years. Prior 
to joining Chess for Success, she was development director at 
Northwest Academy. Laurel is passionate about raising money 
for causes she believes in. She knows first-hand the great impact 
of Chess for Success because her son learned to play through the 
program. Contact Laurel to discuss giving options at 503-295-
1230 ext. 100 or laurel@chessforsuccess.org.

Please donate to Chess For Success

Visit chessforsuccess.org/support/give to make a tax-deductible contribution. On     
behalf of the organization and the students in our clubs, we thank you. 



Open Play at Director Park

Top Left: Board member Jorge Moncayo, NW Natural, stops by to play with Brayden from Tobias Elementary School, Hillsboro. Top Right:  
(Clockwise from left) Andrew and Brayden help Kylie and Sophia play their game. Bottom Left: Olivia from Chief Joseph Elementary, Portland, 
celebrates taking a piece while playing with her grandmother. Bottom Middle: Ian plays a game with Harry, a volunteer at Vernon School, 
Portland. Bottom Right: Board member Dick Alexander, Stoel Rives, plays a game with Preston, former Chess for Success student and current 
intern.

Every summer Chess for Success is at Director Park hosting a chess open play once a month. We set up several boards under the 
awning of the park. All are welcome to come by and solve the chess puzzle. This year, we had great weather all summer, and saw 
quite a few amazing chess games. Members of our Board of Directors (Jorge Moncayo and Dick Alexander) dropped by to test 
their skills against our chess club students. Thank you to those who were able to join us.  Keep an eye out next Spring, when we 
announce the dates for summer 2017.

Chess Club Profile: Orchards Elementary

The Orchards Elementary chess club 
is our only club in Washington. Entering 
its tenth year, Coach Emily Pollard 
has led the team for seven years. The 
students love chess so much they come 
in during lunch to play. Past students 
come back to volunteer. Emily says 
the highlight for her is watching her 
students gain confidence in their skills.

Chess for Success offers our 
tournaments for free to all schools 
involved in the programs and students 
from Orchards come to our special 
tournaments in Oregon. However, 
the Washington state tournament 
works differently. The club must 

qualify at a regular tournament in 
Washington, which are difficult to find 
in the southwest region. To ease the 
difficulty, Chess for Success co-sponsors 
a YMCA tournament held at Orchards. 
Washington tournament registration 
fees are also much higher, more than 
double the cost of Chess for Success 
tournaments. 

In addition to the Chess for 
Success support, teachers at Orchards 
profoundly believe in the program and 
often sponsor students. Sponsorship 
has made a difference in the number 
of players who can go to the state 
tournament. Players who have the 
opportunity to compete apply skills they 
learned during practices and become 
more confident in their game. Winning 
makes any player feel good; qualifying 
for state is an added bonus. 

One memorable student was very 
reserved when he started chess club. 
In fourth grade, this student won two 
games and lost his last game to qualify 
for state. The next year, that student won 
the first two games and was playing his 
third game. “When he returned from 
playing his last game, he was hanging 
his head low and everyone thought he 
had lost. Suddenly, he fell to his knees, 
threw his fists in the air and said, ‘Yes!’’’ 
says Emily. The student won his game,  
and qualified 
for the state 
tounament. He 
opened up and 
gained so much 
more confidence 
through chess. 

Orchards Elementary
Location: Vancouver, Washington
Club Started: September 2007
Free/Reduced Lunch Program: 75%
Club size: 26



Connect with us!

@Chess4Success

/ChessForSuccess

2701 NW Vaughn St, Suite 101
Portland, OR 97210

503-295-1230
www.chessforsuccess.org

Chess for Success
2701 NW Vaughn St, Suite 101
Portland, OR 97210

Helping children succeed, one move at a time.

SAVE THE DATE!
Noon, Wednesday April 26, 2017

The Sentinel Hotel

Chess for Success’ annual luncheon fundraiser 
is back. Let’s start celebrating our 25th 
anniversary!

Sponsorship opportunities are available. 
Tickets are $100 per person. Contact Laurel 
Keppy, Development Director, at 
laurel@chessforsuccess.org or call 503-295-1230 
ext. 100 for more information.

Donate your Car to Chess for Success

Chess for Success has partnered with Charity 
Connections and now accepts vehicle 
donations. 

It’s easy! Go to the Charity Connections 
website (charityconnections.org). Fill out the 
form and designate Chess for Success. When 
your car is sold, the proceeds are donated. 
Charity Connections will contact you, and 
help arrange pick up from your house. Help 
us make chess a reality for students across 
the state!


